
  

 

Final Report - Nevada Division of Forestry Grant USDA/SFA/07/25 
 

Project Name:  Estates at Mt. Rose Fuels Reduction  
Location:         Estates at Mt. Rose Fire Safe Chapter, Washoe County, Nevada 
Start date:      October 1, 2007 
End date:   December 31, 2008 
 
Was the project tied to a fire plan? Yes if so who did the plan and what was the priority of the project?  
The Nevada Community Wildfire Risk/Hazard Assessment Project – Washoe County report was completed in June 
2005.  The report classified the Mount Rose Corridor in the “HIGH HAZARD” category (68 points).  To create 
defensible space in and around residences in the Estates at Mt. Rose community, the report recommended the 
removal, reduction, and replacement of vegetation around the home according to defensible space guidelines.    
Community preparedness and public education were also recommended for the community. NDF Grant 
USDA/SFA/07/25 was intended to address these recommendations. 
  
How does the completion of this project lower the wildfire threat to the community?  
► Defensible space treatments:  

The overall fire threat to this community has been greatly reduced.  We utilized hand crews to remove and thin the 
brush along with a masticator throughout the community.  This project has focused on private property along with 
HOA owned land.  We were able to create large fuel breaks on HOA land. 

► Community Preparedness:   
The community held meetings 4/08/08, 7/08/08, and 10/08/08 with an average attendance of 25 
homeowners.  The last meeting was held on 11/18/08 and had an attendance of 40 homeowners.  At each of 
these meetings the chapter leader gave the group updates on the fuels reduction project.  This time was also used 
to educate the homeowners on various wildland-urban interface topics.  The chapter leaders also wrote 3 
newsletters that were sent to the entire community (135 homeowners) discussing the fuels reduction project 
accompanied by photographs that showed homeowners a typical defensible space treatment. 

► Education:   
Using Living with Fire tabloids and DVDs provided by the University of Nevada Cooperative Extension Office, 
homeowners were educated about what can be done on private property to reduce the risk of catastrophic loss 
due to wildfire.  Additionally, homeowners were urged to maintain existing treatments and contact neighbors so 
that defensible space treatments could be achieved on a community-wide basis.   

 
Who did the work and how would you rate the quality of work completed?   
Three different contractors, two hand crews and one mechanical contractor, were used on this project.  The 
companies used on this project were North Tree Fire International, Cody’s Tree Service and Ponderosa Land & 
Livestock Co. Inc.  The NVFSC project coordinator rated the work done by these contractors as excellent.  Work was 
completed on time and in a timely manner.  Each company was very professional and easy to work with. 
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What Methodology was used to complete the work? 
In fall 2007, Chapter Leaders Sue Chelone and Tom Daley began organizing and energizing the Estates at Mt. Rose 
community.  The first phase of the project treated private residential lots totaling 26 acres with hand crews and 
mastication contractors.  Homeowners were asked to contribute cash and 10 hours of sweat equity as the matching 
share of the grant.  To control the spread of cheatgrass, a non native and highly flammable species, the herbicide 
Plateau was applied to treated areas.  To replace vegetation removed during the project, mitigate erosion and control 
fugitive dust, property owners were given a native and fire-resistant seed mix.  The mix was applied with a NVFSC hand 
seeder.  A spring 2008 survey of properties involved indicated that the seeding was successful.  In fall of 2008, an 
additional 24 acres of HOA and private property were treated with mastication equipment.  The overall project has 
reduced the amount of fuel within the community significantly.  The project is continuing using SNPLMA Carson Range 
grant funding, cash contributions from Estates at Mt. Rose residents, and the Estates at Mr. Rose Homeowners 
Association.  A total of 134 acres has been treated to date with these funding sources. 
 

How many days and what type of equipment was 
used to complete the project?  
The masticator took a total of 16 days to complete 
151 machine hours of work.  The hand crews took 6 
days and 279 man hours to complete this project.  
The hand crews used chainsaws, Pulaskis and 
chippers to complete this job.  Volunteers used 
hand seeders to reseed masticated areas with 
native shrub and flower species. 
 
Were clearances and permits obtained?  If so, 
when, how, and from whom? Archaeological 
clearances were obtained by NVFSC through the 
Nevada State Historic Preservation Office.     
 
Who were the cooperating agencies and how did 
they cooperate or contribute? 
 Nevada Division of Forestry:  Kasey KC – Grants 

manager state fire assistance program.  
 Nevada Fire Safe Council:  Rodd Rummel - 

project coordination, contractor selection and 
oversight. 

 Nevada Fire Safe Council:  Pat Murphy - project 
coordination, contractor selection and 
oversight. 

 Nevada Fire Safe Council, Estates at Mt. Rose 
Chapter: Sue Chelone, Chapter Leader, project 
coordination, public outreach and education 

 Nevada Fire Safe Council, Estates at Mt. Rose 
Chapter: Tom Daley, Chapter Leader, project 
coordination, public outreach and education 

 Sierra Fire Protection District: Mike Hiekka 
Battalion Chief – public outreach, project 
design. 

 UNR Cooperative Extension:  Ed Smith, Living 
with Fire, public information. 

Top:  Home in Estates at Mt. Rose Chapter prior to treatment.  Note 
overgrowth of sage and bitterbrush.  Bottom:  The same home following 
implementation of defensible space recommendations.  The mosaic 
pattern of remaining vegetation is designed to break up vegetation 
continuity and slow the rate of fire spread. 



  

 
Type of Project:
1. Defensible Space     X          

Fuel Type (acres) 
 Grass: 0   

Shrub:  50.0 
Mixed Forest:   
Forest: 0  

 Woodlands: 0 
Brush Understory:   
Total Acres:  50.0 
 

2. Fuel Break _X_ 
          Shaded   84  acres  
          Clear Cut  ___ acres 
         Fuel Type (acres)    

Grass: 
Shrub: 84 acres 
Mixed Forest: 
Forest:  
Woodlands: 

Total Acres:  84 acres 
 
3. Other treatment:   
 
Total Acres Treated:  134 acres (50 acres per NDF grant, 84 acres per SNPLMA grant) 

134.0 acres effecting 49 residential properties and 84 acres of HOA property 
 
Biomass Information:  (Volume in Tons) approximately 8 tons per acre, removing 75% of that. 

a. Chips:      804 tons  
b. Lop & Scatter: 
c. Burn: 
d. Fuel Wood:   
e. Disposal: 
f. Mastication: 
Total Tons in Volume:  804 tons 
 

Project Costs (see attached summary sheet): 
USFS/NDF Grant Amount:                    $    31,839.86 
NDF Grant Match: ($15,290 required)  

Soft Match (See summary sheet)   $    15,477.86 
  

Total Project Value:                $ 47,317.72 
 
** Note:  The project is continuing using SNPLMA Carson Range Funds and cash contributions from Estates at Mt. Rose 
Residents and the Estates at Mt. Rose Homeowners Association.  See summary sheet for details. 
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Summary
Grant - NDF-USDA/SFA/07/25 31,839.00$               
SNPLMA 8 - Carson Range 39,533.00$               
Non-Federal Funds (Individual property owners, Homeowners Association) 15,145.64$               
In-Kind Contributions 15,477.86$               

Total Project Value:   101,995.50$         

Expenditures

Comstock Seed 11/26/07 18238 2,416.40$                 -$                             -$                             
Ponderosa Land & Livestock Company 12/01/07 567045 760.00$                     -$                             -$                             
Cody's Tree Service 12/05/07 195 6,910.00$                 -$                             -$                             
North Tree Fire 12/20/07 T7062 6,061.00$                 -$                             -$                             
Cody's Tree Service 12/11/07 202 5,050.00$                 -$                             -$                             
NVFSC - Annual Meeting Contribution 03/17/08  -- -$                             250.00$                     -$                             
Tom Daly 10/31/08 FSC Form 414.24$                     -$                             -$                             
North Tree Fire International 11/21/08 T8036 6,074.36$                 14,895.64$               -$                             
North Tree Fire International 12/28/08 T8038 -$                             -$                             24,548.00$               
North Tree Fire International 11/03/08 T8041 -$                             -$                             14,985.00$               
NVFSC Administrative Costs 12/31/08  -- 4,153.00$                 -$                             -$                             

Total Expenditures:   31,839.00$            15,145.64$            39,533.00$            

In-Kind Contributions
Contributor Date Hours Miles Other Value

Daly, Thomas 10/31/07 13 60 282.73$                     
Carsburg, Douglas 11/10/07 45 877.95$                     
Thomassian, Christophe 11/15/07 12 234.12$                     
Chelone, Sue 11/17/07 25.5 57 525.15$                     

Estates at Mt. Rose Chapter - USDA/NDF/SFA/07/25
Reporting Period:  October 1, 2007 - December 31, 2008

SNPLMA 8
Carson Range

Payee Date Invoice # NDF 07/25 Non Federal Funds

Hasty, Carl 11/19/07 22 155.70$                     584.92$                     
Loux, David 11/19/07 13.5 263.39$                     
Atkins, Randal 11/24/07 12 234.12$                     
Cother, Maureen 11/24/07 15 292.65$                     
Gordon, Karen 11/25/07 12 234.12$                     
Wright, Martin 11/26/07 13 253.63$                     
Lomen, Erik & Donna 01/07/08 20 390.20$                     
Chelone, Sue 03/31/08 135.00$                     135.00$                     
Daly, Thomas 03/31/08 26 507.26$                     
Chelone, Sue 04/13/08 32.5 634.08$                     
Beaumont, Jeff 09/14/08 23.5 458.49$                     
Chelone, Sue 10/06/08 22 70 470.17$                     
Kang, Hyon 10/08/08 12 234.12$                     
Daly, Thomas 10/15/08 33 162 738.60$                     
Plumbridge, James & Melinda 10/31/08 12 234.12$                     
De Los Santos, Sabas & Jessie 11/03/08 16 312.16$                     
Puccinelli, Jason & Tammy 11/03/08 12 234.12$                     
Nugent, Jeffrey & Angel 11/05/08 20 390.20$                     
Cheek, Larry & Hilary 11/07/08 14 273.14$                     
Faircloth, Darrell 11/07/08 16 312.16$                     
Overhoslen, Jason & Sally 11/07/08 21 409.71$                     
Lomen, Erik & Donna 11/08/08 16 115.00$                     427.16$                     
Perry, Christopher 11/08/08 14 273.14$                     
Golden, Charlie & Cindy 11/09/08 12 234.12$                     
Simek, Denise & Michael 11/09/08 80 1,560.80$                 
Cameron, Martin 11/14/08 29 565.79$                     
Kellner, Katherine 11/17/08 14 273.14$                     
La Frieda, James 11/20/08 30 585.30$                     
Carsburg, Douglas 11/24/08 30 585.30$                     
Chelone, Sue 11/25/08 62.25 353 35.81$                        1,456.81$                 

Total In-Kind Contributions:  750.25 702 441.51$                  15,477.86$            


